April 13, 2000

all major contingencies
warfighting roles;

Whereas in World War I, women were only
allowed to serve in the Army as nurses, and
with over 30,000 women serving in World War
I, approximately 10,000 women served as vol-
unteers overseas, with no rank and no bene-
fits;

Whereas women now serve in all ranks, in
all branches of the armed services, as pilots,
intelligence specialists, drill instructors,
specialists, and technicians, soldiers, air-
men, and marines on the battlefields, and as
sailors aboard Navy and Coast Guard ships at
sea;

Whereas women were once denied the right
to enter the national academies for military
service or to compete to become astronauts
or combat pilots, in 1976 Congress passed,
and President Ford signed into law, legisla-
tion authorizing the admission of women
into the military service academies;

Whereas women are now excelling in mili-
tary academies and emerging as part of the
military leadership of the future, and have
served with distinction as members of com-
bat squadrons and as commanders and mem-
bers of the space shuttle crew;

Whereas the 20th century saw women in
new roles as justices on the United States
Supreme Court, members of the President’s
Executive Cabinet, United States Senators
and Representatives, and women’s services
have become invaluable in appointed and
volunteer positions and as Federal legisla-
tors, State and local legislators, Governors,
judges, Cabinet officers, county commis-
sioners, mayors, city council members, di-
rectors of Federal, State and local agencies;

Whereas women have become prominent
figures in amateur and professional sports
highlighted in 1999 with the United States
Women’s Soccer Team winning the World
Cup in a stunning victory; and

Whereas women can look back at the op-
portunities created during the 20th century
and look ahead toward even greater accom-
plishments in the 21st century: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the accomplishments and
unfailing spirit of women in the 20th cen-
tury; and

(2) recognizes the 20th century as the ‘“‘Cen-
tury of Women in the United States”.

e Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to submit a resolution recog-
nizing the 20th century as the ‘‘Cen-
tury of Women in the United States.” 1
would like to thank Georgia State Rep-
resentative Hinson Mosley for intro-
ducing a similar resolution in the
Georgia General Assembly recognizing
the tremendous accomplishments of
women in Georgia and in the United
States during the 20th century and for
sharing his resolution with me. Rep-
resentative Mosley’s exceptional reso-
lution passed the Georgia House of
Representatives by a vote of 120-0 and
the Georgia Senate on a vote of 51 to 0.

Like Representative Mosley’s resolu-
tion, my proposal recognizes that as we
enter the 21st century, it is essential
that we note the vast opportunities
available to today’s women that were
not available to women entering the
20th century. Women made unprece-
dented strides in civil rights, careers,
religion, education and military serv-
ice. Although we must keep in mind
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the challenges that women in our soci-
ety continue to face and the work that
women and men must yet accomplish,
let us celebrate the victories won by
women in the past 100 years.

I, along with Senators BOXER, BOND,
BAUCUS, BRYAN, DURBIN, LANDRIEU, MI-
KULSKI, MURRAY, LINCOLN, KERRY, JEF-
FORDS, FEINSTEIN, ROBB and COCHRAN
urge my colleagues to support this res-
olution and recognize the 20th century
as the ‘“‘Century of Women in the
United States.”’®

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 293—ENCOUR-
AGING ALL RESIDENTS OF THE
UNITED STATES TO COMPLETE
THEIR CENSUS FORMS TO EN-
SURE THE MOST ACCURATE
ENUMERATION OF THE POPU-
LATION POSSIBLE

Mr. DASCHLE (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. BRYAN,
Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr.
MOYNIHAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BINGAMAN,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. CLELAND, Mr. REID,
Mr. HARKIN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. KERREY,
Mr. KOHL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. ROBB, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. REED, and
Mrs. BOXER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs:

S. REsS. 293

Whereas the Constitution requires an ac-
tual enumeration of the population every 10
years;

Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ments, as well as charities and other groups
serving Americans, use information gathered
by the census to distribute hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars for programs from education
to employment, housing to transportation,
and rural development to urban empower-
ment;

Whereas inaccurate or incomplete census
data would make it impossible for this aid to
be distributed appropriately or fairly and
would prevent critically needed funding from
finding its way to the appropriate recipients;

Whereas inaccurate or incomplete census
data would also throw into doubt the ability
to correctly apportion representation in Con-
gress or equitably redraw voting district
lines within the States, raising questions
about whether the one-person-one-vote
rights of Americans are being appropriately
guarded;

Whereas the privacy of all data collected
by the Bureau of the Census is guaranteed
absolute confidentiality for 72 years from the
public and all other government agencies;
and

Whereas the Bureau of the Census cannot
conduct its constitutional or legal duties and
Americans cannot be assured of the integrity
of the census results, and therefore the eq-
uity of all of the manifold decisions that rely
upon census numbers, without the fullest
possible participation from the public: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) it is the civic duty of Americans to as-
sist in ensuring the most accurate census
possible; and
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(2) all residents of the United States should
complete their census forms.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, today
Senator LIEBERMAN and I, along with a
group of our colleagues, are intro-
ducing a resolution emphasizing to all
Americans the importance of accu-
rately and completely filling out their
census forms. It is my hope that all
members of the Senate will cosponsor
this important resolution to support
the Census Bureau as it carries out the
role that the Constitution and Con-
gress have directed it to take.

I continue to be concerned with the
statements of some elected officials
urging Americans not to respond to
some of the questions on their census
forms. These statements are reckless
and irresponsible.

First, every question on the census
form is required by the Constitution or
by law. All of these questions were re-
viewed by Congress before the census
began, and received virtually no com-
ment at that time. Second, an accurate
census is absolutely critical to meet
the needs of the public. Local, state
and federal aid programs all depend
upon an accurate census count to prop-
erly distribute funding for roads,
schools and health care. Disaster re-
sponse agencies like the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency use census
data to prepare for and respond to hur-
ricanes, tornadoes and other natural
disasters. Finally, accurate informa-
tion about population is absolutely es-
sential to fairly distribute congres-
sional seats to ensure that all Ameri-
cans have equal representation in Con-
gress.

Any effort to encourage Americans
not to complete their census question-
naire will only hinder our ability to
allow every community to live up to
its potential, and provide its citizens
with the roads, hospitals and schools
they need.

As you know, last week the Senate
approved an amendment stating that
no American should be prosecuted for
failing to fill out his or her census
form. This resolution was distracting
and unnecessary. No American is—or
for years has been—prosecuted for fail-
ing to complete a census form.

The Census Bureau needs to know
that it has the full support of the Con-
gress as it carries out its vital task.
This resolution makes clear just how
important the bureau’s task is, and the
need for every American to comply
with the law and complete the census
form. I urge all my colleagues to give
it their support.
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